
Knowledge TradiTion PracTice

Bachelor of arTs in islamic sTudies

You will achieve

With your BA degree in Islamic Studies, you will be able to: 

• articulate the shaping impact of historical, social, and political forces, events, and processes on Islamic 
discourses (disciplines) 

• use Islamic forms of reasoning and/or scriptural texts/ opinions to analyze contemporary problems 
especially in the American context

• bring Islamic perspective in proposing actions to achieve social and political justice and solving 
problems concerning the environment 

• articulate, interpret, and evaluate the narratives of various communities in the American Muslim 
experience

• demonstrate upper intermediate proficiency in reading, writing, and speaking the Arabic  language

whY islamic sTudies TodaY?
 
What is Islam? How were the Prophet Mohammad’s sayings collected and what is the science behind 
them? What is the contemporary discourse on Women in Islam? What does Islam mean in today’s world? 

This program is for the curious learner who is interested in academic inquiry and critical thinking at a 
faith-centered institution of higher learning. This program is open to students of all faith backgrounds. 

The Islamic Studies program at AIC draws on the academic study of religion to think about the Islamic 
tradition while also training students to think with the tradition. To the former end−thinking about 
the Islamic tradition−the Islamic Studies major draws on the intersection of the many disciplines used 
to study Islam: history, literary and textual studies; religious law and theology; social theory (including 
gender, race, ethnicity, sociology, anthropology, and psychology); and philosophy. To the second end−
thinking with the Islamic tradition−students are trained in qur’anic sciences, hadith criticism, and legal 
and ethical reasoning.
 
The program is also designed to assist students to become more knowledgeable about the narratives of 
various Muslim communities in the United States, learning how these narratives are like one another, or 
different, and how these stories help shape each communities’ experience of Islam.
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aPPlicaTion requiremenTs

• 500-word Personal Statement
• Letters of Recommendation
• High School Transcript/GED
• College Transcripts (if any)
• SAT/ACT Scores
• Application Fee

For international transcripts, an international 
credential evaluation is also required.

“Ya Wadud”
Oh, Most Loving One!



Jawad Qureshi
Assistant Professor of Arabic & Islamic Studies

islamic sTudies in The hearT of chicago

Jawad Qureshi is a doctoral candidate in 
Islamic Studies at the University of Chicago’s 
Divinity School. Jawad’s research interests 
pertain to the Islamic intellectual tradition, 
the ways in which it is constituted, contested, 
and developed, and the ways in which it 
intersects with public life. At AIC, Jawad 
teaches courses on Qur’anic and classical 
Arabic, Qur’anic studies, Sufism, Muslim 
revival and reform, as well as methods and 
theories in the study of religion.

Omer awass
Assistant Professor of Arabic & Islamic Studies

Omer Awass completed his PhD in 
Religious Studies from Temple University. 
His dissertation entitled “The Evolution of 
Fatwa and Its Influence on Muslim Society”, 
looks at the role of the fatwa in the shaping 
of the Islamic legal discourse and society. He 
is currently working on a manuscript for a 
book on fatwa and carrying out ethnographic 
research on contemporary fatwas in the 
Muslim World.

shabana mir
Assistant Professor of Anthropology

Shabana Mir completed her PhD in Education 
Policy Studies and Anthropology from Indiana 
University, Bloomington. She is the author of 
the award-winning book Muslim American 
Women on Campus: Undergraduate Social 
Life and Identity. Her research interests are 
in gender, religion, education, and politics. 
She teaches courses in Research Methods, 
Education, Anthropology and Literature.

Visit Our Campus FOr mOre inFOrmatiOn

whY sTudY aT american islamic college?
Islam is a hot topic in the world. What better way to thoroughly understand pressing 
questions related to Islam than to study it in an academic setting with expert faculty?

camPus locaTion AIC is located just steps from the lakefront and minutes 
to downtown.  Chicago, a world-class metropolis, provides students with wide variety 
of opportunities for additional cultural, academic and social growth. AIC captures this 
diversity in a meaningful and impactful way, making it a productive hub for discourse on 
Islam.

Additionally, two of the largest Muslim American Conventions, ISNA and MAS-ICNA, 
are typically held in Chicago, where one can partake in a number of interesting panels, 
network with scholars, and experience Islamic music and culture. 

unique course offerings AIC’s course offerings include Islam & World 
Cinema, Muslim American Literature, Arabic Calligraphy, Islamic Legal Reasoning, and 
other unique courses that celebrate the shaping of key educational disciplines by Muslim 
heritage. Courses are informed and enriched by cultural and historical perspectives of 
the Islamic tradition and its contemporary manifestations, particularly in the American 
context. 

enrichmenT acTiviTies AIC has a plethora of student activities and community 
programs: Academic Lecture Forum, Interfaith Service Projects, Ramadan Iftar Receptions, 
Special Events, Workshops, Conferences, Student Clubs, Intramural Sports.

sTudenT resources AIC has the following facilities and services: a dormitory, 
prayer hall, library, writing center, Arabic tutoring, counseling, and academic advising for 
students. 

classroom environmenT Class Size: The average student to faculty ratio 
is 8-1; AIC’s small size classes allow one to know one’s instructor and have a personal 
connection established.  Diversity: Our student body is made up of diverse faith traditions 
and cultures. It makes for an enriching learning experience that yields understanding 
through varied perspectives.
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exPerT faculTY

Teaching/Education
Muslim Chaplaincy

Counseling
Comparative Religion 

Law
International Marketing

Islamic Finance
Journalism

Foreign Service/Diplomacy
Humanitarian Work
Community Leadership
Public Service
Advocacy 
Cultural Competency Training
Consulting
And more…

Your degree can lead To careers or graduaTe sTudies in


